














WHY WE TALK SO MUCH ABOUT DISCLOSURE

by Wendi Dunlap

A 22-year-old HIV-positive male was arrested this
spring for having unprotected sex and not disclosing
his HIV status to the individuals with whom he had that
unprotected sex. If the Spokane County Prosecutor
can prove that this man, knowing he was HIV-positive,
intended to inflict great bodily harm on someone by
having unprotected sex, then he could be convicted of
frst degree assault under Washington law.

The outcome for this young man could be devastating,
for the sentencing options for this crime vary greatly —
including life in prison. Past cases have shown HIV-
positive defendants receiving sentences ranging from a
few months to 12 years.

Case managers at SAN extensively review modes of
transmission, safe sex practices and the importance

of disclosing status with all clients. We also go over
“duty to warn” with clients. Duty to warn is very

similar to mandate reporting, the legal obligation of
case managers to warn the appropriate authorities
whenever clients pose a threat to themselves or to the
community.

As a case manager at SAN, | hope our clients take
to heart the many discussions we have with them
around safe sex and the importance of disclosure. |
would never want a client to have to experience what
that young man in the Spokane County Jail is going

through.x

Wendi Dunlap is one of SAN’s case managers. She can be
reached at (509) 455-8993 ext. 223 or by e-mail: WendiD @
san-nw.org.

Without a sense of caring,

PARTNERING SERVES CommuNITY WELL

there can be no sense of
community.

—Anthony Burgess

World AIDS Day
Tuesday, December 1

Commemorative Celebration
Concert/Event
6 p.m.
at the Bing Crosby Theater

Visit our new & improved
website (coming soon) for
updates!

www.spokanealds.org
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by Brandi Mahoney

Spokane’s nonprofits have long desired
a central clearinghouse for donated
household items. Many of our clients are
homeless or recently relocated to the area.
They lack such basics as towels, tableware
and especially furniture. Agencies like
SAN, which rely on the generosity of
donors to satisfy such client needs, often
have had to decline high-demand material
donations (couches, beds, etc.) not because
our clients could not use them but because
we had no place to store them.

SAN has joined a coalition of Spokane
groups, led by Catholic Charities, to
create a community warehouse that will
accept and distribute household items to
our diverse clients on a referral basis. The
planning process is well on its way. We are
modeling the Spokane Warehouse after
Portland’s, whose leaders have generously
shared their structure and website with us.

To learn more about the concept, please
visit the Portland Warehouse website at
www.communitywarehouse.org.

We hope to have our warehouse loca-
tion nailed down in eatly September. Full-
scale collection of donation items will begin
thereafter. Items given to the warehouse
through SAN will be counted as in-kind
for SAN.

Volunteers will be needed as well to
allow the warehouse to run as efficiently
as possible. If you would like to assist this
partnership either by donating goods or
volunteering, please contact me. This is a

great way to reach ALL of Spokane’s most
vulnerable and still support SAN.x

Brandi Mahoney is one of SAN’s case
managers. She can be reached at
(509) 455-8993 ext. 222 or by e-mail:
BrandiM@san-nw.org.

Save Money, Help SAN

SAN will be among many local nonprofit organizations participating in the 4th
annual Shop for a Cause event sponsored by Macy’s Saturday, October 17.

Buy a special shopping pass valued at $5 and redeem it at the department store on
that date. SAN will get the full $5 and you will get to purchase products you want or
need! In addition, Macy’s will offer other savings opportunities throughout the day.

Call us at (509) 455-8993 to arrange to get your pass.




SAN Leaders I've Known and Loved... a Short History

by Mark Garrett

Working with SAN as a client, volunteer
and staff member over the past dozen years,
I have witnessed three incredible women
bring their unique talents,
experience and most of all
passion to the leadership role
at SAN as executive director.

Ann Stuyvesant began
her career at SAN in the
early 19907, serving first as
a case manager and then as
executive director until 2001,
I consider her tenure the
golden age of HIV care and
prevention in Spokane, a time
when SAN enjoyed abundance in funding,
services, staff and community involvement.

Things changed in 2000 when the
reauthorization of the Ryan White HIV
Care Act, an important federal funding
program, imposed severe restrictions on the
use of care funds for support groups, food
and other nonmedical interventions that
we know help individuals with HIV/AIDS
maintain good mental and physical health.
Painful shifts followed. We eventually lost
the Away in the Woods retreat and saw the
disbanding of the Inland Northwest AIDS
Coalition that had for more than a decade
provided spiritual and social support for
many living with HIV in our region.

Ann left a legacy of solid fundraising,
introducing the Oscar Gala, our biggest
fundraising event today. Her stint at
the helm also revealed what this agency
can achieve with adequate funding and
community involvement
and support.

Suzan Fabrikant
led the agency from
2001 through this past
June, a difficult time of
federal de-prioritization
of HIV/AIDS and
subsequent funding
cuts to both care and
prevention that trimmed
the agency’s income by
a third. And this came at a time when
the number of persons living with HIV/
AIDS was growing because effective HIV
treatment has reduced deaths nationwide
by more than half since 1997.

Losses in federal funding are most
visible in SAN'’s HIV prevention program.
We had neatly half a dozen HIV prevention
staff working with both infected and high-
risk populations in 1997. There was Positive
Power, an empowerment intervention for
HIV-positive men; Friend to Friend, a
program designed to help educate leaders
within the high-risk gay community; and
finally Milestone, a prevention intervention
for HIV-negative or positive women and

men. These programs helped SAN reach
tens of hundreds of high-risk individuals

in our region.

Since 2003 SAN has employed a single
staff person dedicated to HIV prevention.
Meanwhile, new cases of HIV in our area
continue to increase by 5 percent each year.
Of these, 30 percent progress to AIDS
within one year.

A leaner SAN’s ability to fulfill its
mission without undue hardship on our
clients is indeed a testament to Susan’s
tireless energy and focus on developing
community resources. She has passed the
baton to Katie Coker, our new executive
director, who literally brings a fresh
worldview to the agency’s management.

With the help of a new president elected
onaplatform of CHANGE and a renewed
commitment to address HIV/AIDS in our
country with a“National Plan,” we believe
we can dramatically reduce new infections
and one day end AIDS. Until then, SAN
will maintain our commitment to reduce
the impact of HIV and AIDS in the Inland
Northwest, x

Mark Garrett is a client advocate and
community educator at SAN. He can
be reached at (509) 455-8993 ext. 230
or by e-mail: MarkG @san-nw.org.

You can now donate safely & easily online at www.spokaneaids.org

TESTING: TWO OPTIONS
SAN Offers Free HIV Testing

ONE: Gay or bisexual men aged 18 to 29 can now get tested for HIV
through Inland Northwest Men’s Experience (INMX). Testing will be
offered twice a month. Call us for the schedule.

TWO: For all those who are unable to get tested at INMX, please
call us to schedule an appointment: (509) 455-8993.

These options are made possible by a grant from the Pride Foundation.

Our website is getting a makeover! Thank
you, THINKING CAP COMMUNICATIONS
AND DESIGN, for your hard work on this
project. The results will be online soon.
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FAaLL CALENDAR

September

Mondays, Wednesdays & Thursdays (monthly):
HASAP (Hepatitis AIDS Substance Abuse Program) meetings;
call (509) 323-2842 for times & locations or additional info.

9/6: Community Bowling, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.,
Lilac Bowl Lanes, 125 W. Sinto Ave. (1st Sunday monthly)

9/10 & 9/24: SAN Food Pantry, 1 p.m.-4 p.m.,
905 S. Monroe St. (2nd & last Thursday monthly)

9/11: HIV Support Group, 4 p.m.-6 p.m., CHAS
Denny Murphy Clinic, 1001 W. 2nd Ave. (2nd Friday monthly)

9/12: AIDS Awareness Walk, 10 a.m., Riverfront Park
9/19-9/20: INMX Lake Cabin Retreat

9/15: World AIDS Day planning meeting, noon-1 p.m., SAN
9/26: SHAG (Spokane HIV Advocacy Group) meeting

October

Tuesdays, Thursdays & 1st Fridays (monthly):

INMX Gatherings; call Ryan Oelrich, (509) 455-8993 ext. 231, for
programming details, dates & times; see page 7 inside

for special service note

Mondays, Wednesdays & Thursdays (monthly):
HASAP meetings; call (509) 323-2842 for info.

10/4: Community Bowling (7st Sunday monthly)
10/8 & 10/29: SAN Food Pantry (2nd & last Thursday monthly)
10/9: HIV Support Group (2nd Friday monthly)

0/15: Housing meeting, 10:30-11:30 a.m., SRHD,
1101 W. College Ave., Rm. 310/311 (3rd Thursday bi-monthly)

10/15: National Latino AIDS Awareness Day

10/17: Shop for a Cause, all day at Macy’s;
call SAN, (509) 455-8993, to buy your discount pass!

November

Tuesdays, Thursdays & 1st Fridays (monthly):
INMX Gatherings; call Ryan Oelrich, (509) 455-8993 ext. 231, for
programming details, dates & times

Mondays, Wednesdays & Thursdays (monthly):
HASAP meetings; call (509) 323-2842 for info.

11/1: Community Bowling (1st Sunday monthly)

11/10: CHAS HIV Pgm. Community Advisory Board meeting,
4-6 p.m., CHAS Clinic, 1001 W. 2nd Ave.

11/12 & 11/26: SAN Food Pantry (2nd & last Thursday monthly)
11/13: HIV Support Group (2nd Friday monthly)
11/26: Happy Thanksgiving!

December

Tuesdays, Thursdays & 1st Fridays (monthly):
INMX Gatherings; call Ryan Oelrich, (509) 455-8993 ext. 231, for
programming details, dates & times

Mondays, Wednesdays & Thursdays (monthly):
HASAP meetings; call (509) 323-2842 for info.

12/1: World AIDS Day; 6 p.m. concert/event celebration,
Bing Crosby Theater, 901 W. Sprague Ave.

12/6: Community Bowling (1st Sunday monthly)

12/10 & 12/24: SAN Food Pantry (2nd & last Thursday monthly)
12/11: HIV Support Group (2nd Friday monthly)

12/17: Housing meeting (3rd Thursday bi-monthly)

12/19: SHAG (Spokane HIV Advocacy Group) meeting

Can't find a meeting or event? Call Mark Garrett
(509) 455-8993 ext. 230.




